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The family has grown: other 37 European Regions join CLIMAAX

The newly selected Regions, that applied for the 2nd and last CLIMAAX call for applications, belong to
19 countries and will receive more than EUR 6,6 million cumulated funding. As a whole, the project
will give financial and technical support to 69 Regions in their path to the climate resilience.

Delft, 25 March 2025 — Now the family is complete: the selection committee has announced
the 37 newly selected European Regions which will be funded and supported in performing
regional Climate Risk Assessments through the CLIMAAX project. As a result of the two
open calls, the project will ensure financial and technical support to 69 regions which will
receive, together, more than EUR 12 million from the EU Mission on Adaptation to Climate
Change.

Climate change is one of the most significant and urgent challenges facing the world today.
The increasing frequency and intensity of extreme weather events, rising sea levels, and
other climate-related hazards pose significant risks to economies, societies, and
ecosystems across the globe. It is critical to understand these risks and develop effective
strategies to manage and adapt to them. Regional and local climate risk assessments are
crucial for collective decision-making on how to adapt to climate risks, prioritise goals and
visions, and coordinate adaptation processes across various aspects of community living.

The main objective of CLIMAAX is to support the implementation of the EU Adaptation
Strategy and especially the first objective of the Horizon Europe Mission Adaptation:
preparing and planning for climate resilience. The project was designed to select at least 60
regions and/or communities that will implement the proposed methodological Framework
and Toolbox to conduct regional/local multi-risk Climate Risk Assessments. The regions
will benefit from the possibility to conduct their CRA supported by the CLIMAAX consortium.
At the same time, it is a learning experience, for the consortium and the Mission on
Adaptation, getting to know what is actually needed and what are the available capacity and
skills at the regional level. This will support future developments towards tailored and
sustainable climate services and adaptation support.

Through the first Open Call, that ran from 8th of December 2023 to 22nd of March 2024, a
first bunch of 32 Regions were selected to receive, together, more than EUR 5,5 million.
These regions have already started the execution of their own Climate Risk Assessment.
Now, the second open call adds new members to the group. “I am deeply impressed by the
huge interest in the CLIMAAX Open Call. From the more than 250 applications we could
unfortunately only fund 37 regions. Together with these regions and the regions that already
started their CRA endeavour as a result of the 1st Open Call, we will further optimize the
CLIMAAX CRA Framework and Toolbox to pave the way for future European Climate Services
working towards increased regional climate resilience” said Frederiek Sperna Weiland, project
coordinator of CLIMAAX and senior advisor in climate change assessments related to
floods, droughts and water availability at Deltares.
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From the 263 proposals submitted from the 1st of July to 15th of October 2024, 29 were
deemed non-eligible while the in/out scope screening further shrank the evaluable
applications to 185. The residual proposals have been evaluated according to the criteria
of Relevance, Impact and Implementation. Each criterion scores from 0 to 5 points.
Unfortunately, 87 proposals did not meet the overall minimum threshold of 11.5 points (as
the sum of the three criteria scores) or did not reach the minimum for each individual
criterion (3 points).

The 98 applications that scored above the threshold received additional points to
prioritize regions or communities with high vulnerability and low adaptive capacity to
climate change. This aspect was evaluated following the regional composed Vulnerability
Index produced by the JRC Disaster Risk Management Knowledge Centre.

The final list of selected recipients consists of 37 applications; they will receive, together,
EUR 6.634.703,05. This brings the total amount for both calls to EUR 12.073.594,36. The
EU grant contribution that each applicant may receive is based on a lump sum scheme
applying to a Country Correction Coefficient (CCC) that considers the country in which the
third party is located. The maximum amount of financial support ranges between EUR
115.227 and EUR 300.000.

From the regions selected for the second Open Call, Albania, Bulgaria, Italy, Portugal,
Sweden and Tirkiye count the largest number of selected proposals (3), followed by
Croatia, France, Greece, Ireland, Slovakia, Spain (2). One selected proposal came from
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cyprus, Finland, Germany, Montenegro, Slovenia and Ukraine.
Considering both the Open Calls, the country more represented is Greece (8) followed by
Bulgaria, Portugal and Tirkiye (7).

“With CLIMAAX expanding to more regions, we are enhancing our efforts to make climate
risk assessment into a practical process that leads to real, impactful action. By empowering
regions with the necessary tools and financial support, we are not just improving local
adaptation strategies—we are building a collaborative network of communities committed to
climate resilience across Europe” said Daniel Sempere-Torres, project co-coordinator of
CLIMAAX and director of the Center of Applied Research in Hydrometeorology of the
Universitat Politecnica de Catalunya.

ABOUT CLIMAAX

CLIMAte risk and vulnerability Assessment framework and toolboX (CLIMAAX) is a 4-year Horizon Europe
project (2023-2026) that will provide financial, analytical, and practical support to improve regional climate
and emergency risk management plans. The consortium consists of a combination of climate risk
assessment and emergency response experts, regional authorities responsible for risk management,
regional and national Civil Protection Agencies, and small and medium-sized enterprises.

More information at https.//www.climaax.eu/. Email contact: info@climaax.eu. Follow it on Linkedin.
Communication contacts: Davide Michielin, Nicoletta Boi (CMCC) and Sonsoles Miguel Queralt (CRAHI-UPC).
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